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Question: Compare the sovereignty of the British Parliament and the



powers and functions of the American President.

Answer: Both the British Parliament and the American President are
pillars of two of the oldest and strongest democracies in the world, but
their ways of functioning are completely different from each other.

1. British Parliamentary Sovereignty

There is a famous saying in Britain: "Parliament can do everything
except make a man a woman and a woman a man." This reflects its
unlimited power.

e Legal Supremacy: Since there is no 'written constitution' in Britain,
Parliament is supreme. Whatever law it passes is final.

e No Judicial Interference: The courts there cannot declare any law
made by Parliament as 'void' or ‘unconstitutional.' In other words,
there is no judicial check on the power of Parliament.

e Fusion of Powers: In Britain, the executive (the Prime Minister and
Ministers) is a part of the Parliament itself. Therefore, the Parliament
and the Government work together.

2. US Presidential Powers

On the other hand, the American President is called the 'most powerful
person in the world,' but their powers are bound by the limits of the
Constitution.

e Separation of Powers: In America, the President, the Congress
(Parliament), and the Judiciary are all separate. The President cannot
make laws; they only implement the laws passed by the Congress.

e Veto Power: The President has the power to block a bill sent by the
Congress, but the Congress can also override that veto by voting
again.

e Judicial Review: The Supreme Court is very powerful here. If any
order of the President goes against the Constitution, the Court can
cancel it immediately.



Comparison Chart

supreme.

Basis of British Parliament US President
Comparison
Supremacy Parliament itself is The Constitution is

supreme.

Accountability Direct accountability | Not directly
to the Parliament. accountable to the
Congress.
Tenure As long as they have | A fixed term of 4
a majority (Max 5 years.
years for Lower
House).
Law Making The will of Parliament | The President can
is the law. only propose;
Congress makes the
laws.
Conclusion

In short, the British Parliament is “institutionally"” more powerful because
there is no one to stop it. Meanwhile, the American President appears
"individually" very influential, but the principle of ‘Checks and
Balances' in the US Constitution prevents them from becoming a dictator.

While in Britain, the "Will of Parliament" is supreme, in America, the
"Dignity of the Constitution" stands above all.
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